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Delivering local health solutions through general practice
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15 health organisations urge leaders to address serious health issues

15 peak bodies of health organisations representing over 100,000 frontline health professionals have partnered together to urge the Coalition and Labor party to commit to providing a national solution to address the serious problems facing the Australian health care system.

The newly formed Primary Health Care Partnership (PHCP) will advocate on behalf of their members and for the wider community to improve Australia’s long-term health. 

All organisations of the PHCP agree that such a commitment would be a good start to address issues such as the: chronic workforce shortages; ageing population; 17 year life expectancy gap for Indigenous Australians; and the growing burden of lifestyle related diseases such as heart disease and type 2 diabetes.  
Australian General Practice Network CEO Kate Carnell said “Neither party have addressed these well known concerns or provided any detail on how they are planning for the country to cope with these serious problems.   
“We hope that 15 organisations agreeing on how important theses issues are, someone will step up to the challenge and address these problems. These problems are already hurting communities across the country and will continue to worsen if significant steps aren’t taken now,” Ms Carnell said.

“Instead of providing a piecemeal approach to health care, prompted by horror stories out of public hospitals, our leaders need to commit to a national primary health care policy to ensure better health, social and economic outcomes for Australia.
“Rather than focus solely on public hospitals let’s take the pressure off public hospitals and improve support and care in the community for the future of our nation.
“Our generation and future generations deserve the right to accessible, affordable and sustainable health care system,” Ms Carnell said.
For media interviews please phone AGPN CEO Kate Carnell on 0415 662 266 or Media Adviser Kathryn Conroy on 0416 428 678
The current membership of the NPHCP is:
 
§         Allied Health Professions Australia

§

 Audiology Australia
§         Australasian Podiatry Council
§         Australian Association for Exercise and Sports Science
§         Australian Association of Occupational Therapists
§         Australian General Practice Network 
§         Australian Pharmacy Guild 
§         Australian Physiotherapy Association 
§         Australian Practice Nurses Association 
§         Consumer’s Health Forum of Australia 
§         Dietitians Association of Australia
§         Optometrists Association of Australia 
§         Royal College of Nursing Australia 
§         Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health 
§         Speech Pathology Australia
[image: image4.png]





